
AGENDA ITEM 1-1 
CITY OF LODI 
COUNCIL COMMUNICATION 

AGENDA TITLE: Consider options regarding the reopening ant- operation of Lodi Skate Park and 
take appropriate action 

MEETING DATE: October 20,2004 

PREPARED BY Parks and Recreation Director 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: That the City Council consider the options described by the Parks 
and Recreation Department staff relative to the re-opening and 
operation of Lodi Skate Park, and take appropriate action. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The Lodi Skate Park opened in August 2002, and operated under the 
management and supervision of Spohn Ranch, Inc. until December 
2003. During a June 2003 shirtsleeve session, Spohn Ranch 
representatives requested a subsidy from the City that would enable 

them to continue management of the park. The request was formally taken to Council for action at the 
November 5,2003, Council meeting during which the subsidy was denied and Parks and Recreation staff 
was given direction to explore the potential of a City-operated skate park. 

On June 2, 2004, Ordinance No. 1748 (Exhibit A) was introduced amending Lodi Municipal Code 
Chapter 12.12 - Parks. The amendment added Article IV “Skate Parks”, relating to skate park 
regulations. Council adopted the amended Ordinance on June 16, 2004, giving the City Parks and 
Recreation Department the authorization to begin laying the groundwork to reopen the park on a “no fee, 
skate at your own risk” basis with no supervision. 

Since the June 2004 meeting, both Parks and Recreation staff and the City’s Risk Manager have been 
diligently attempting to put all the necessaty pieces together to reopen the park. Parks and Recreation 
staff has been working with the City Attorney’s office in drafting appropriate language for the required 
signage to be posted in the park. Staff has also been working on a remedy to attenuate the noise 
associated with the ramps - one that does not involve modifying existing equipment that, in the opinion of 
those who deal with skate park and playground equipment, would exacerbate the City’s insurance risks. 
We have intentionally not begun the work, pending Council decision on the status of the park. 

In recent weeks, we coincidentally discovered that one of our playground equipment reps, Hal Higgins of 
Game Time Play Equipment, also represents the equipment used by Spohn Ranch in its skate parks. 
Mr. Higgins volunteered to perform an inspection of the Lodi Skate Park equipment, which was done on 
October 6, 2004. Hal indicated the following items need to be addressed before allowing activity in the 
facility: 

1. Spohn Ranch shall supply the City of Lodi one (I) maintenance kit for the on-site equipment. 
2. Approximately 50 to 60 bolts need to be replaced. 

n 

APPROVED: 
Jane$. Keeter, Interim City Manager 
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3. Six (6) panels of the SkateLie material on which the skaters actually skate need to be replaced to 
address both large cracks and/or broken edges on the panels. 

4. Five (5) panels of the hard plastic applied beneath the SkateLite material should be replaced due 
to excessive cracking. This task is secondary to that of Task #3 above, and could be delayed to a 
later date, according to Mr. Higgins. 

Mr. Higgins was reluctant to provide a cost estimate based upon his findings alone. He will be forwarding 
the data recorded to Spohn Ranch and request a cost estimate for any and all materials needed. Mr. 
Higgins indicated that it would probably be a couple of weeks before we receive a quote, due to the fad 
that Spohn Ranch representatives will be away from their office attending a conference. 

As previously indicated, Risk Manager Kirk Evans has been attempting to secure insurance coverage 
that would cover City losses up to $500,000 - the self-insured retention required under the California 
Joint Powers Risk Management Authority ("CJPRMA) to which the City of Lodi belongs. As of this 
wriiing, application packets have been submitted to Sacramento brokerage firm, Roberts and Associates, 
and to an Oklahoma carrier, Robert C. Bates Agency. Both applications are still pending and premium 
costs have not yet been determined. 

Considering the background information provided and according to direction given by Council at the 
September 28, 2004, Shirtsleeve Session, staff is offering the following skate park reopening options for 
Council consideration: 

1. Do nothing until 'secondary" or "gap" liability insurance policy is provided. 
2. Close, dismantle and sell skate park equipment and apparatus. Convert existing cement pad to 

another needed and viable Parks and Recreation use. (Staff is not recommending this option) 
3. Reopen Lodi Skate Park with the City assuming 100% of the $500,000 self-insured retention risk 

under the CJPRMA policy. 
4. Reopen Park with the City assuming 100% of the $500,000 self-insured retention risk until a 

"secondary" or "gap" policy is put in place. 
5. Contract with an independent firm, business or agency (i.e. Spohn Ranch, etc.) to operate, 

maintain and manage the Park as before. 

Staff is conscientiously aware of the benefits of providing a quality skate park to the residents of this 
community and is anxious to reopen the park. However, considering the fact that many issues are still 
open-ended (i.e. insurance, operations and maintenance costs), staff is reluctant to offer a 
recommendation (Exception: Option 2 above) at this time. The Parks and Recreation Department is 
prepared, however, to follow the direction of Council. 

FUNDING: Undetermined at this time 

Tony Ggehrin 
Parks and ReLation Director 

Attachment: Exhibl A 

cc: city Altorney 



EXHlBlTA 

lease take noti 

of  general c ~ r c u l ~ t i o n  
effect t h i ~ y  days from 

Lodi, and shall take 

ORDINANCE NO. 1748 

E OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

ARTICLE V, “SKATE PARKS,” R E ~ T I N ~  
ULATIONS 

NG LODl MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 12.12 - 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LODl AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. Lodi Municipal Code Chapter 12.12 “Parks” is hereby amended by adding 
Article V, Skate Parks, and shall read as follows: 

Article V. Skate Parks 

12.1 2.41 0 
Regulations 

Skateboarding, Rollerskating prohibited in Certain Areas; Skate Park 

A. Skat~boarding, rollerskating, in-line skating, and similar activities are 
prohibited in City Parks and recreational facilities unless s p e c i ~ ~ l l y  
authorized in areas designed by this Section and as further designated by 
resolution of the City Council. The City of Lodi designates and maintains 
as a skate park facility, that area located within Kofu Park at 1145 South 
Ham Lane at Cardinal Street. The boundaries of the skate facility shall be 
defined by a fence and the signs required by this section. 

12.12.420 The following regulations shall apply to the riding of skateboards, in-line 
skates, or roller skates at, or any other use of, any facility or park owned or operated by 
the City of Lodi, which has been designated a skate park: 

A. Within the skate p rk, it shall be u n l a ~ u l  for any person to: 

(1) Ride, operate, or use a skateboard, roller skates, or in-line skates, 
unless that person is wearing a helmet designed for skateboarding 
and/or in-line skating use with a chin strap, elbow pads designed 
for skateboard and/or in-line skating use with plastic elbow caps, 
and knee pads designed for skateboard andlor in-line skating use 
with plastic knee caps, which equipment shall be in good repair at 
all times during use; 
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Ride, operate, utilize a skateboard, roller skates, or in-line skates 
unless such equipment is in good repair at all times during use; 

Be on or use an individual apparatus within the skate park while 
another person is using it; 

Place or utilize addi~iona~ obstacles or other materials ~incjuding 
but not limited to ramps or jumps) within the skate park; 

Use the skate park amenities when the surfaces of the amenities 
are wet or other conditions exist which would adversely affect the 
safety of  skateboarder^ or skaters; 

Use, operate, or possess any source of amplified music including 
but not limited to stereo's, boom boxes, and amplifiers. 

Enter the skate park unless actively skateboarding or in-line 
skating in accordance with these regulations; 

Use, consume, or have within his or her custody or control, food or 
beverages, within the skate park; 

Use, consume, or have within his or her custody or control, 
alcohol, tobacco products, or illegal drugs within the skate park; 

Enter upon the skate park while under the influence of alcoholic 
beverages or illegal drugs; 

Use or possess glass containers, bottles, or other breakable glass 
products within the skate park; 

Use or engage in profanity, reckless and boisterous behavior 
(including, but not limited to, tandem riding, pushing, horseplay, 
and bullying) or any activity which could endanger the safety of 
persons using the skate park or spectators; 

Engage in graffiti, tagging, or other defacing of City property or the 
properties of others; 

Ride, operate, or utilize any device other than a skateboard, roller 
skates, or in-line skates (prohibited devices include, but are not 
limited to, bicycles, motor vehicles, motorized skateboards, and 
motorized skates) on the skate park; 

No person shall enter or remain in or upon the skate park 
premises: 1) while closed, as determined by the Parks and 
Recreation Department, or 2) between the hours of 9:00 P.M. and 
I0:OO A.M. 

B, The skate park shall be posted with signs at the following locations: 

(1) At the entrance to the skate Park; and 
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(2) On the fences of the skate park, facing the interior of the skate 
park, and in such places inside the park as determined by the 
City. The signs shall not be less than 2 feet by 3 feet in size and 
shall use black letters on a white background. The signs may, but 
shall not be required to, summarize the regulations governing the 
use of the skate facility. Each sign shall contain, in letters not less 
than % inch in height, the following language: 

WARNING 

SKATEBOARDING AND IN-LINE SKATING ARE HAZARDOUS 
RECREATION ACTVIITIES. USE OF THIS FACILITY MAY 
RESULT IN SERIOUS INJURIES OR DEATH. THE CITY OF 
LODl DOES NOT ASSUME ANY RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
INJURIES OR DEATH. EACH PERSON ENTERING THE 
FACILITY ASSUMES ALL RISK OF INJURY OR DEATH. 
CALIFORNIA HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE fjfj115800 AND 
115800.1. 

IT IS UNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON TO RIDE, OPERATE, OR 

PERSON IS WEARING A HELMET DESJGNED FOR 

STRAP, ELBOW PADS DESIGNED FOR S ~ T E B O A R D  

CAPS AND KNEE PADS DESIGNED FOR SKATEBOARD 

WHICH E~UIPM€NT SHALL BE IN GOOD REPAIR AT ALL 
TIMES DURING USE. IT IS UNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON TO 
RIDE, OPERATE, OR UTILIZE ANY DEVICE OTHER THAN 

SKATES. IT IS UNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON TO PROVIDE 
AMPLIFIED MUSIC WITHIN THE SKATE PARK. ANY PERSON 
FAILING TO COMPLY WITH THIS SECTION SHALL BE 
SUBJECT TO CITATIONS AND PENALTIES PURSUANT TO 
LODl MUNICIPAL CODE SECTION 1.08.010. 

UTILIZE A SKATEBOARD OR IN-LINE SKATES UNLESS THE 

SKATEBOARD USE AND/OR IN-LINE SKATING WITH A CHIN 

AND/OR IN-LINES SKATING USE WITH PLASTIC ELBOW 

AND/OR IN-LINE SKATING USE WITH PLASTIC KNEE CAPS, 

NON-MOTORi~ED SKATE BOARDS AND N O ~ - ~ O T O R I Z E D  

12.12.430 Violations 

A. Every act prohibited or declared unlawful and every failure to perform an 
act made mandatory by this Chapter shall be prosecuted as a 
misdemeanor for violations of 12.12.420 A (9) and A (15) or an infraction 
for violations of 12.12.420 A (1) through A (8) and A (10) through A (14) 
as provided in Section 1.08.010 of this Code. 

SECTION 2, All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are repealed 
insofar as such conflict may exist. 

SECTION 3. No Mandatory Duty of Care. This ordinance is not intended to and shall 
not be construed or given effect in a manner which imposes upon the City, or any officer 
or employee thereof, a mandatory duty of care toward persons or property within the City 
or outside of the City so as to provide a basis of civil liability for damages, except 
otherwise imposed by law. 

SECTION 4. Severability. If any provision of this ordinance or the application thereof to 
any person or circumstances is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other 
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provisions or applications of the ordinance which can he given effect without the invalid 
provision or application. To this end, the provisions of this ordinance are severable. The 
City Council hereby declares that it would have adopted this ordinance irrespective of 
the invalidity of any particular portion thereof. 

SECTION 5. This ordinance shall he published one time in the "Lodi News-Sentinel," a 
daily newspaper of general circulation printed and published in the City of Lodi, and shall 
take effect thirty days from and after its passage and approval. 

Approved this 16Lh day of June, 2004 

7 

attest: 

SUSAN J. BLACKSTON 
City Clerk 

State of California 
County of San Joaquin, ss. 

I, Susan J. Blackston, City Clerk of the City of Lodi, do hereby certify that 
Ordinance No. 1748 was introduced at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City 
of Lodi held June 2, 2004, and was thereafter passed, adopted, and ordered to print at a 
regular meeting of said Council held June 16, 2004, by the following vote: 

____-___________-_____l__l______________~-------------------------- 
___________-___--__s---------------__------------------------------ 

AYES: 

NOES; COUNCIL MEMBERS - None 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: COUNCIL M~MBERS - None 

COUNCIL MEMBERS - Beckman, Hitchcock, Howard, and Land 

COUNCIL MEMBERS - Mayor Hansen 

I further certify that Ordinance No. 1748 was approved and signed by the Mayor on the 
date of its passage and the same has been published pursuant to law. 

SUSAN J. BLACI~TON 
City Clerk 

Approved as to Form: 

D. STEPHEN SCHWABAUER 
Interim City Attorney 
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Memorandum City of Lodi Human Resources Department 

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council Members 

SUBJECT: Skate Park Insurance 

I am very pleased to report that an insurance policy has been found to provide coverage for the 
City’s Skate Park. 

A Sacramento broker, Roberts & Associates Insurance Services, Inc., has located a policy for our 
Skate Park through the American Alternative Insurance Corp. They have an A.M. Best rating of 
A+ (Superior). 

This is a new policy that is unrelated to the insurance offered by the Oklahoma broker I 
described to you on September 28. Although waiver forms are recommended, the broker has 
guaranteed that they are not required by this particular policy. 

The annual premium for this policy is $6,000. Coverage afforded is $1,000,000 each occurrence 
- this covers the City’s $500,000 self-insured retention (deductible) through the California Joint 
Powers Risk Management Authority (CJPRMA), except for the very first $500. I have asked if a 
policy with less than a $1,000,000 limit might be available at a lower cost. The broker indicates 
that $1,000,000 is the lowest limit available. As I indicated earlier, CJPRMA will provide 
coverage well above this amount. 

Should City Council decide to proceed with the opening of the Skate Park, coverage can be put 
in place quickly - it can be bound the same day as Roberts & Associates receives the premium 
payment. 



October 15.2004 

Fa& Pages To: 209-333-6816 

GENERAL LIABILITY/ ACCIDENT INSURANCE ‘ 04 - 05’ 

Insurance Proposal 

Prepared For: 

Kirk Evans 

City Of Lodi 

Proposed By: 

Michael Aberle 

Roberts & Associates Insurance Services, Inc. 
2321 P Street Sacramento, CA 95816 

Pager 800-617-5273 6am - l l p m  
Phone 800-749-2501 
Fax 800-472-7643 

Call Roberts & Associates for all your insurance needs! 
General Liability, Work Comp, Auto, Property, Bonds and more! 

License#OC73904 

.. . 



City OfLodl 

Insurance Carrier: 
gq 
& 
g3 

“A” Rated Culijornia Admitted 
Liability - American Alternative Insurance co. 
Accident - American Sentinal Insarance co 

Commercial General Liability 
Policy Form: Occurrence Form 

Limits of Liability: 

@ General Aggregate: $ 2,000,000 
& Products & Completed Operations: $ 1,000,000 
gj% Each Occurrence: $ 1,000,000 

PersonaUAdvertising Injury: $ 1,000,000 * 
fi Property Damage/Bodily Injury Deductible: $ 0 
& 
@ * Deductible: $ 1,000 
& 

Fire Legal Liability: $ 300,000 

Accidental Death And Dismemberment: $ 10,000 
Excess Medical And Dental Expense( maximum per claim) $ 10,000 

CERTIFICATES, WITB EQUAL OR HIGHER LIMITS, MUST BE OBTAINED FROM SUBS, NAMING YOU 
ADDITIONALLY INSURED IN OlWER FOR COVERAGE TO BE AFFORDED. 

Standard Additional 1nsureds:For Blanket Additional Insureds Call for Pricing. 
Special Wording, Call for Pricing 

Evidence of Insurance Certificates: No Charge, Unlimited issuance. 

Business Auto: Not Covered 
Equipment and Tools: Not Covered 

fi PIease contact quest coverage “Not 

m 
Is ‘ I am requesting the coverage listed above. 



@@g&g3g$g3*~~~&m&eaa&m& 

Citv Of Lodl 

Premium Summary 
g Q  
fi General Liability: $6,000.00 3 

e3 
gQ 

$3 Charges * 
gzJ 3 

Total Annual Premium: $6,000.00 If paid in full, no finance 

a Make deposit payable to Roberts & Associates 
Deposit is Non Refundable. 

& All pricing and avai 

m 
fi 

Applicants Signat & I i r n  requesting the coverage listed above. 

rn 
6 

gQ 
rn giq 
a 3 
g$ 3 

fi & 

& & r n & ~ r n ~ ~  .m~$!&gB@l&g?~&$Q 

& 
&? 
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COMMERCIAL I N S J W  OUOTATI ON/OCTOBER 20.  2004 
X&%D INSURED: Ciry Of Lodi Skare Park c/o Michael Aberle F / 8 0 0 ) 6 7 2 - 7 6 4 3  ~~ - ~~ 

JNSURANCE COMPANY: Accidenz)Aserican Senrinel Insurance CompanyjA) 

(NOTICE: Issued through Sporrs h Recreation Provider Associarbon Purchasing 
Group: your risk is nor prorecred by rhe sIcaIce insurance insdvency fund, and 
The insurer or rhe rhe risk recenrion group from which your purchasing group 
obrained irs insurance may nor be subject ro all srare inaurance lave. rules.) 
pai.rcr PERI OD: Scheduled-Submirred/Novunber 1. 2006 - 2 0 0 S / A " U A L  Policy Term 
ACTXVITY/L OCATION: Scheduled-Submirted/Skare Park Operarions-Acrlviries ONLY 
CONMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILI TY INS- (Requires Accidenr Coverage) 
General Aggreaate Limir(0rher Than Praducrs-Completed Operarions) $2.000.000 
Products/Complered Operarions Aggregare Limir $1,000.000 
Personal & Adverrising Injury Limit $1.000.000 
Ezch Occurrence Limir SL,O00.000 
Fire Damage Legal L i m i t  5 100,000 
Medical Payments s 5,000 
Deductible S son 

. 

LiabiliryJAmericac Alrernarive insurance Corp(A-) 

PARTICIPANT ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
Accidenra; Dearh and Disnemberment 
EXCESS Medical and Dental ELpense (Haximum Per Claim) 
Deductible (Per C l a i m )  

is i.oiii s 10.000 
s 10 .000  
s 1,000 

PAYMENT TERMS: Insurence can be bound by WRITTEN'qUOTATION ACCEPTANCE AND & 
QQQ ANIKJAL POLICY COST PAMIEWT(S450 MINIMJH, EARNED PREMIUM) payable K O  Ciry. 
COVERAGE COMMENTS/CONDITXONS:l)Skare P x k  ONLY. commercial senera1 liabiliw/ - 
accidenr insurznce quonarion ONL.Y(YOT worker compensation. property. inrerrap- 
rion. auromobile liabiliry, cancellation nor other insursnce/operarion(oKher 
insurance/operarion evailable by applicerion/quorarion): Zlaccident insurance 
eligibiliry i m  participants; 3)liabiliry ineurance includes parricipanr 
legal liabiliry and excludes abuse & mole8rarion. assau1.c & bartery, asbesros, 
mclear energy. roral firevorks & pyrorechnics. employment-relaced pracrices. 
collapse of temporary structures. broad form securiries. 6rUnt acriviries, use 
of trampolines. cheerleading pyraaids: war & rerrorism; r o t a 1  pollurion: 
WhiKeWaKer rafxing; bungee jumping: mounrain/rock climbing: mororsporrs; lead 
liabiliry: professional liabiliry: arhleric equipmenr: manufacruring/sale/dis- 
cribu-cion. saunalranning devices/usage. p o l o ,  skin/scuba diving: squash: rode- 
olequesrrian-relared sporrs. warerslidas. ballooning: parachute jumping: luge: 
Tobogganing: gymnasrica: snow/warer skiing; subjecc ro all policy r e m s .  con- 
ditions. exclusions: 4)for ALL parricipanrs. r i s k  managemenr r e c o m m e n w  
include: prorecrive equipmenr(helmer, elbau/knee pads) AND roper execurion of 
arrached waiver forms: 5)OPTION FOR ADDITIONAL MINIMUM EARN D PRWXLX: $1,000. 
000 hired/nonovned auromobile liability for $850; 6)quorarion expires November 
2 0 .  2001. 



Oct-20-2004 01 :51pm From-ROBERTS L ASSOCIATES 

Akfh'l'SUR ATRU2'IC 
WAIVER AND RELEASE 06 LIABILITY 

BEAI) BBPORE SIGNING 

.- 
1-227 P .  003/003 F-882 

I n  consideration o f  being allowed to percicipara %la any way .in the 
a rh le t i c / spo rcs  program. relared events and 

. (&ma of Organizarion) - 
acrivir ies , I, . , the wders igned  zcknowledae. 

appraciare .  and asrse rhat: 
(Name of Participant) 

1. The r$sk of in jury  from tbe act ivirbea involved in t h i s  program is  ni 
carat, iacluding the po-cenrial for permanent p a r a l y s i s  acid dearh. and wh- Tif e %- 
particular rules. equipmeat. and personal d i s c i p l l n e  may reduce chis r i s k ,  the 
risk of serious injury does w i a r ;  and. 

2. I KNQWlWLY AND PRBELY M S W Z  ALL SrrCa RISKS. borh known and unknown, EVEN 
IF ARISING FROM 'lgE NEGLIGENCE OF .rag BELEASIBS o r  others. and assume f u l l  
responsibi l i ty  for my p a r r i c i p a t i o n ;  and, 

3. I v i l l b g l y  agree t o  comply H t h  the stated and custmery rerms and coadi- 
elon8 f o r  participation. If however I observe any upusual significant hazard 
duriag ay presence or pan=LcSpation. I will remow: myself from part ic igar ion 
2nd bring such to The anention of the nearest o f f i c i a l  ;knme:diarrely; and. 

4. I. for m y s e l f  and on behalf of p9 heirs. assigns; personal  representatives 
and nex-t of kin. HEREBY RELEASE AMTI HOLD E.UXLESS 
their officers. o f f i c i a l s .  agents and/or employees. orber p2rricipants.  
sponsot+ng agencies. sponsor-, adverrlsers. end; if appl i5able .  owners and 
lessors  o f  premises used to conducr zhe event ( Releasees ). WITB RESPECT TO 
ANY eM) AIL INJURY. DISABILITY. DEATH. or loss o r  damage to .person o r  proyier- 
ty, UKETEER ARTSING FROM T€lE NEGLIGENCE OF TEE RELEASEES OR OTHERWISH. 

- X Ape:- D a t e  S i g n e d :  
PARTfCIPANL"S SIGNATUW 

~ 0 X . P A E ~ C I P ~  s a B  lzwoBz TY AGE 
[UNDER AGE 18 AT THE TIMe 08 REGISTRATION) 

This i s  FO certify t ha r  I. as p a r w d g u a r d i a n  virh legal r e s p o n s i b i l i q  for 
t h i a  

release a d  agree ro indemnify and hold harmless t e Releasees from any and 
a l l  liabilitie.¶ ipcidenr  ro my minor child's bvolweaent or par t ic ipa t ion  in 
these rograns ae provided above. EVEN IF ARISING FROH TEE NEGLIGENCE OF TBE 
RELEA&. to rhe fullesr ertenr p e r r i t t e d  by lav. 

z 

ar r ic ipant ,  do consent and agree to h i d h e r  release as provided above of 

% a l l  z 1 e Beleasees. and. for myself. my h e i r s .  assi  ns,  and nest of kin. I 

P M / G U A R D I A " S  SIGNATURE EMBBGENCP PHONE #(s) 

D a z e  Signed: 
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Roberts & Associates Insurance Services, Inc. 

Phone (800) 749-2501/Fax (BOO) 472-7643 
232 1 P Street, Sacramento, CA 958 16 

ATTACH CHECK HERE 

Applicants Statement of approv&kmE stKoberts&As socia- ce Services - - ~~ 

tdprocess a Fax/elecJumi&% . eck using a copy of my check ab>\ 

Name OIL Check 
Address on 

Check 
CityIStateJZip 
Phone on Check 
Fractional # 
Check # 
Amount S 
Bank Name 
Bank Address 
Bank City/State 
Routing # 
Bank Acct. # 



A.M. Best's Rating for American Alternative Insurance Corp Page 1 of 1 

11574 - American Alternative Insurance Corp 

Member of Muenchener Rueckversicherungs 
View a list of grow members or the group's rating 

A.M. Best#: 11574 NAlC #: 19720 

Best's Rati- 
A+ (Superior)' 

~~~ Financial ~ Size Category 
XV ($2 billion or more) 

'Ratings a+ of 10/18/2004 113624 AM E A T .  

Rating Category (SUperiOr): Assigned to companies that have, in our opinion, a superior ability to meet theirongoing obligations to 
policyholders. 

. . .. ..... 

Important Notice: Best's Ratings reflect our opinion based on a comprehensive quantitative and qualitative 
evaluation of a company's balance sheet strength, operating performance and business profile. These ratings 
are not a warranty of an insurer's current or future ability to meet its contractual obligations. View our entire 
notice for a complete details. 

Companies interested in placing a Best's Security Icon on their web site to promote their financial strength 
may reqister online. 

Copyright 0 2004 by LM.  Best Co_mpany,ln_c, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
No part ofthis information may be distributed in any electronic form or by any means, or stored in a database or retrieval system, without the 
prior wrinen permission of the A.M. Best Company. Refer to our terms of use for additional details. 

http://www3.ambest.codratings/rating.asp?AMBNum=ll574&Refnum=11574&Site=ra ... l O / l  8/2004 



A.M. Best's Rating for American Sentinel Insurance Company Page 1 of 1 

04740 - American Sentinel Insurance Company 

Member of Aegis Security Insurance Group 
View a list of g r o w m b e r s  or t-oup's rating 

A.M. Best#: 04740 NAlCU 17965 

~~~~ Best's Rat- 
A (Excellent)* 

~~ Financial ~ Size Category 
VI ($25 million to $50 million) 

'Ratings as of f0/20/2004 02:52:36 PM E.S.T. 

Rating Category (Excellent): Assigned to companies that have, in our opinion, an excellent ability to meet their ongoing obligations to 
policyholders. 

Important Notice: Best's Ratings reflect our opinion based on a comprehensive quantitative and qualitative 
evaluation of a company's balance sheet strength, operating performance and business profile. These ratings 
are not a warranty of an insurer's current or future ability to meet its contractual obligations. View our entire 
-~ notice for a complete details. 

Companies interested in placing a Best's Security Icon on their web site to promote their financial strength 
may r e g i s t ~ e m e .  

Copyright 02004 by A.M. Best Company, Inc. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
ho pan 01 1111s iiiformat on may oe 0 stf oLte0 in an) e ectron c form or Df any means or stored n a database or retrieval system wlhout Ihe 
pnor nr lien perm 5s on of tne A M Best Company Refer lo O J ~  lerms a1 Lse for ado Ilona oeta s 
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Ramp noise & maintenance 

This addendum addresses these concerns. 

A Citizens Report 
Author: Dyric Ramirez 

9068 Vista Creek Way 
Elk Grove, Ca 95758 

H(916) 684-6141 



Short term recommendation: 

0 Noise: Place sofiscape along fence closest to homes. 
Additional trees may also help. Unfortunately nothing 
will eliminate all noise caused by above ground 
equipment. 

Maintenance: Unfortunately there are no short term 
fixes to avoid maintanence costs and concerns. 

Long term recommendation: 

Cement parks provide the quietest, safest, & most enjoyable 
surface. Additionally when long term maintenance & life 
cycle replacement is factored; cement is the least expensive 
skating surface. 

Liabilitv: 

Unfortunately changing the skate equipment to reduce noise 
may cause injury to skaters. Placing miscellaneous material 
under the hollow section of the equipment may be a fire 
hazard. 



Ramps vs. Cement 

Wheel traction in relation to skater safetv: 
- Wood and metal ramps provide less traction and are less safe. 
- Cement parks provide maximum traction and safety. 

Surface noise: 
- Wood ramps cause noise. 
- Metal ramps cause the most noise. 
- Cement parks have the quietest surface. 

Maintenance cost: 
- Wood and metal ramps have very high maintenance costs. 
- Cement has little to no maintenance costs. 

Life cvcle: 
- Wood has the shortest life cvcle. Redacement reauired often. 
- Metal has a short life cycle. Replacement less frequent. 
- Cement has the longest life cycle. Replacement not required. 

Short term cost: 
- Wood has a lower up front cost. 
- Metal has a medium up front cost. 
- Cement has a higher up front cost. 

Lona term cost: 
- Wood has the highest long term cost with replacement and 

maintenance. 
- Metal has the next highest long term cost with replacement and 

maintenance. 
- Cement has the least long term cost with no replacement and 

little to no maintenance. 



Graffiti removal: 
- Very hard to remove from wood without damaging wood 

surface. 
- Very hard to remove from metal without degrading metal 

coating. 
- Easiest to remove from cement using pressure washer; cold 

water only. 

Condensation: 
- Wood ramps are damaged by condensation. Takes a long time 

to dry. 
- Metal ramps attract lots of condensation. Takes a long time to 

dry. - Cement has little to no condensation. Water drains or dries 
fast. 

Aesthetics: 
- Ramps are very unattractive, very high profile, can be seen 

from long distance. 
- Cement parks are attractive, very low profile, can not be seen 

from distance. 

Skater Preferences: 
- Wood and metal ramps are least preferred. 
- Cement parks are highly preferred with maximum enjoyment. 

Analoaies to compare value: 
- Above ground ramps are the same as above ground pools. 
- In ground cement parks are the same as in ground aquatic 

centers. 










